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Cardinals, Ordinals, & Basic Pronunciation

BASIC JAPANESE COUNTING, ORDINAL NUMBERS, & PRONUNCIATION
Cardinals Kata & Bokuto Waza Ordinals Basic Pronunciation

English Japanese English Kendō Kata Boku̥tō Waza Vowels Voiced As International

One Ichi First Ipponme Ichi A ah ɑ
Two Ni Second Nihonme Ni E eh e
Three San Third Sanbonme San I ee i
Four Shi Fourth Yonhonme Yon I ee (voiceless) i̥
Five Go Fifth Gohonme Go I ee (long) i:
Six Roku Sixth Ropponme Roku O oh o
Seven Shichi Seventh Nanahonme Nana O oh (long) o:
Eight Hachi Eighth — Hachi U oo ɯ
Nine Kyū Ninth — Kyū U oo (voiceless) ɯ̥
Ten Jū Tenth — — Combinations Voiced As International

AE eye ɑɪ
AI eye ɑɪ
EI ay eɪ

Table 1: Basic Japanese counting, ordinal
numbers, & pronunciation. Cardinal
numbers indicate amount, ordinal num-
bers indicate numeric order. Voiced as
gives an English term approximating the
Japanese term, and International gives
the International Phonetic Alphabet
pronunciation.

Consonants. Consonants are pronounced as in English. Some are

ON-YOMI & KUN-YOMI
There are two ways to pronounce kanji;
the Chinese (on-yomi) and the Japanese
(kun-yomi) pronunciations. Which is
used depends on context and/or tra-
dition, e.g., shi & yon for the number
four.

altered when occurring after a vowel. A common example is changing a
k sound to a g as in kakari geiko vs. kakari keiko.

Doubled consonants indicate a slight pause prior to pronunciation.
Hansoku ikkai has a double kk in ikkai, giving it a pronunciation of i-kai.

Long, short, and voiceless vowels. Vowels can have a long, short, or
voiceless sound.

A voiceless vowel is effectively silent, e.g. a voiceless u occurs in tsu̥ki,
and is voiced as “tski” [tsɯ̥ᵝkʲi‾]. This is similar in English to the e in
peculiar [pʰə̥ˈkȷ̊uːliɚ]which is often voiced as “pculiar”. 1

1Wikipedia (2012)

Vowels, most commonly i and u, often become voiceless when (1) the
vowel is between voiceless consonants, and (2) the vowel occurs after a
voiceless consonant with nothing following it. 2

2 From Living Language (2012), with a
voiced letter the throat vibrates while
speaking; with voiceless it doesn’t. For
example, touching the throat while
speaking g, as in great, one feels a vi-
bration. Speaking k, as in kite, there is
no vibration.

Omote uses a short o, oh as in story, whereas jōdan uses a long o as
in toast. The long o is usually written as ou; this guide uses the Latin
convention ō. Other long vowels in Japanese are written with duplicate
letters, e.g., chiisai vs. chisai for a long i sound.
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Hiragana & Romanji: Japanese Phonetic Syllables

The following syllabary, called hiragana, lists all of the syllables used to
pronounce (exclusively) Japanese words. 3 3Hiragana is not the only syllabary,

however it is used exclusively for
Japanese words. The katakana alphabet
is used to represent foreign or borrowed
words, is also used as an equivalent to
italics in English, and is used in several
other situations.

Hiragana is used to represent Japanese words not represented by kanji
and for grammatical inflexion, e.g., a root word has a different hiragana
ending for the verb form vs. the noun, etc…

Romanji is the term used to refer to Japanese syllables written in En-
glish letters, e.g., the syllableか is written as Ka.

STANDARD HIRAGANA SYLLABARY WITH ROMANJI
— K S T N H M Y R W

A あ Kaか Saさ Taた Naな Haは Maま Yaや Raら Waわ
I い Kiき Shiし Chiち Niに Hiひ Miみ — Riり Wiゐ 4

U う Kuく Suす Tsuつ Nuぬ Fuふ Muむ Yuゆ Ruる —
E え Keけ Seせ Teて Neね Heへ Meめ — Reれ Weゑ 5

O お Koこ Soそ Toと Noの Hoほ Moも Yoよ Roろ (W)oを 6

— Nん

EXTENDED HIRAGANA SYLLABARY WITH ROMANJI
G Z D B P

A Gaが Zaざ Daだ Baば Paぱ
I Giぎ Jiじ Jiぢ Biび Piぴ
U Guぐ Zuず Zuづ Buぶ Puぷ
E Geげ Zeぜ Deで Beべ Peぺ
O Goご Zoぞ Doど Boぼ Poぽ

K S C N H M
Ya Kyaきゃ Shaしゃ Chaちゃ Nyaにゃ Byaひや Myaみゃ
Yu Kyuきゅ Shuしゅ Chuちゅ Nyuにゅ Byuひゅ Myuみゅ
Yo Kyoきょ Shoしょ Choちょ Nyoにょ Byoひょ Myoみょ

R G J B P
Ya Ryaりゃ Gyaぎゃ Jaじゃ Hyaびゃ Pyaぴゃ
Yu Ryuりゅ Gyuぎゅ Juじゅ Hyuびゅ Pyuぴゅ
Yo Ryoりょ Gyoぎょ Joじょ Hyoびょ Pyoぴょ

Table 2: Hiragana syllabary: the Japanese
phonetic alphabet.

4, 5 Obsolete in modern Japanese.

6 “(W)o” is pronounced “oh”.
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